1.2.
The above definition will apply to holomorphic functions. However, for a polynomial, a global analogue is needed: Definition 2. Let P be a polynomial in k variables: P(^=Ha n x n (finite).
The Newton polygon of f is the union of all closed faces not containing the origin of the convex hull of It is denoted jT(P). The principal part of P is defined in an obvious way, as well as P r .
With the above definitions, the genericity condition is the following:
Definition 3. The formal power series /^respectively the polynomial P) is non-degenerate if for any closed face ~f of F (f) (resp. F (P)) the functions
It is clear that for a given Newton diagram, the set of degenerate principal parts is an algebraic variety. From Sard-Bertini's theorem it follows that non-degenerate formal power series "are dense" in the Zariski topology (defined on their principal parts). A property true for such power series (for example) will be said to hold for "almost all" power series with Newton diagram fixed.
1.4.
It will be essential to work with meromorphic functions of a particular type: This result is due to A. Kouchnirenko [1] . The proof uses the "Newton filtration" introduced earlier by V. I. Arnold. It has been generalized (D. Bernstein) to the case where the (/$) are allowed various supports. This theorem is proved in [1] . The author has obtained a description "a la Milnor" in the generic case of the homotopy type of a regular fiber of a polynomial map. where p runs over a finite family of rational arithmetic progressions, independent of (p. 
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The computation above gives a counter example to Arnold's conjecture on the semi-continuity of /?.
